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The team wins all seven races at the 
Pan-Pacific Intercollegiate Regatta. 


By DANIEL SERRANO AND 


ANDREW SPENCER 
Staff Writers 


Wearing black tank tops reading 
“CSULB NEVER YIELDS,” the Cal 
State Long Beach Sailing Team swept 
the competition away in the first Pan- 
Pacific Intercollegiate Regatta, win- 
ning all seven races held in Xiamen, 
China. 

Twenty college teams, including 
teams from Singapore, Taiwan and 
China, competed in three days of rac- 
es between July 15 and 17. The first 
day’s race was 12 nautical miles up 
the Chinese coast, and the second and 


third days each saw three 2-mile races 
rounding buoys. 

Senior business marketing major 
Shane Young, president of the CSULB 
Sailing Team, said he enjoyed not only 
his team’s victory but the experience 
as well. 

“The experience was great,” Young 
said. “It was awesome to be able to live 
ina totally different cultural setting for 
nine days. It really opened our eyes to 
how people live on the other side of the 
globe.” 

Eliot R. Clauss, founder of the U.S- 
China Yachting Association, helped 
organize the Pan-Pacific Intercolle- 
giate Regatta. He said that CSULB’s 
Sailing Team did everything right 
leading up to the race. 

“Sailboat races are won in several 
ways, first being boat preparation,” 
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hurt students 
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Clauss said. “The guys worked very 
hard to clean the boat so it would go 
smoothly through the water and tune 
the boat, which means adjust things on 
the boat so it was optimized for per- 


The Senate’s plan 
for federal loans will 
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formance.” 

All 20 teams used the same J80 
model sailboats for the race, an aspect 
that minimizes any advantage gained 
from different types of equipment and 
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ILING TEAM BREEZES 
INTO FIRST PLACE 


Puotos Courtesy oF ELiot CLAuss 
The CSULB Sailing Team competes on the Wuyuan Bay, Xiamen, China. The team represented the United States in the first Pan-Pacific Intercollegiate Regatta. 


better shows the skill of the racers, 
Clauss said. 

Before leaving for China, CSULB’s 
Sailing Team practiced on a J80 boat. 
That, paired with their experience 
working together, aided in their victo- 
ries, Clauss said. 

“Sailboat racing is a lot about team- 
work,” he said. “They sail more as a 
team than the other teams racing in 
China, but what was interesting is that 
every day the other teams get better 
and better, so the guys had to perform 
better to win.” 

Clauss said that what makes an 
experience like this most worth- 
while has nothing to do with sailing 
at all. 

“The main benefit from an event like 
this is not really in respect to sailing,” he 
said. “It’s in respect to interest to interna- 
tional understanding. It introduces people 
to the concept of meeting people from 
abroad, understanding where they come 
from, their culture and how it works.” 


BOT announces committee to search for new CSULB president 


The Board also voted 
on salaries of incoming 
CSU presidents. 


By DANIEL SERRANO 
City Editor 


While the search for Cal State 
Long Beach’s new president kicked 
into gear at Tuesday’s Board of 


Trustees meeting, pay raises for new 
presidents across the Cal State Uni- 
versity system came to a halt. 

The trustees voted to keep com- 
pensation for all incoming presidents 
at either the same level as their pre- 
decessors’ or lower. As a result of 
the vote, Interim CSULB President 
Donald Para will receive an annual 
salary of $320,329, according to the 
CSU website. 

In addition, Cal State Dominguez 
Hills President Willie J. Hagan will 
teceive $295,000; Cal State Mon- 


terey Bay President Eduardo Ochoa 
will receive $270,315; Cal State 
Stanislaus President Joseph Sheley 
will receive $270,000; Cal State 
Fresno President Joseph Castro will 
receive $299,000; and Cal State Los 
Angeles President William Covino 
will receive $299,000. 

The trustees’ decision aligns with 
a 2012 Board policy that capped new 
presidents’ pay at no more than 10 
percent above that of their predeces- 
sors. The policy also stipulates that 
any raise must be provided through 


private, university-raised money, 
not state funding. 

The Board set the presidential pay 
cap after receiving criticism for its 
2011 decision to provide a $400,000 
annual salary to San Diego State 
President Elliot Hirshman. The sal- 
ary amounted to $100,000 more than 
Hirshman’s predecessor, and _ the 
Board approved a 12 percent tuition 
increase at the same meeting. 

CSU Spokesman Mike Uhlen- 
kamp said that presidential com- 
pensation is meant to appeal to the 


nation’s best candidates without 
straining the CSU’s limited resourc- 
es: 

“We need to be competitive in the 
national marketplace because we are 
competing for our presidents from all 
over the country,” he said. “What the 
[Board] is saying is that we feel this is 
the appropriate level of compensation 
and that we understand there are a lim- 
ited number of resources available to 
compensate these individuals.” 


See BOT, Page 2 
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The CSU is now dipping into this 
national marketplace again to find 
a new president for CSULB. 

Robert Linscheid, chair of the 
CSU Board of Trustees, an- 
nounced at Tuesday’s meeting the 
members of the committee that 
will search for CSULB’s next pres- 
ident. Trustee Roberta Achtenberg 
will chair the search, and trustees 
Lupe Garcia, John Perez, Margaret 
Fortune and Linscheid will serve on 
the committee. 

Cal State University Spokesman 
Erik Fallis said the next step in the 
search is to decide on members of an 
advisory committee, who will con- 
sult with the trustee committee about 
what characteristics the next presi- 
dent should have. 

“Those are probably the most im- 
portant next few steps, identifying 
those Long Beach campus as well as 
community folks who are going to 
be a part of the process, as well as 
setting up that first public meeting,” 
he said. 

The advisory committee will 
include CSULB Academic Senate 
Chair Daniel O’Connor, a student, 
two faculty members, a staff mem- 
ber, an alumnus, a member from 
the campus advisory board, a vice 
president or academic dean and a 
president from another CSU cam- 
pus. 

Terri Carbaugh, associate vice 
president for legislative and external 
affairs, said that the full advisory 
committee should be determined by 
September. 
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Non-expiring employee permits to be eliminated 


The new changes will 
be implemented in 
fall 2013. 


By SHANE NEWELL 
Opinions Editor 


Cal State Long Beach’s parking 
permit program will undergo a series 
of changes, including the elimination 
of non-expiring employee permits, ac- 
cording to Vice President of Adminis- 
tration and Finance Mary Stephens. 

Beginning fall 2013, non-expiring 
employee permits will be replaced with 
expiring permits that can be renewed 
every semester or academic year at no 
additional cost, according to Stephens. 

“This is very timely,’ Stephens 
said. “We’re going through document- 
ing and trying to simplify [the parking 
permit system] as much as possible.” 

Stephens said one reason for the park- 
ing permit change was the realization 
that if faculty or staff members perma- 
nently leave the university, their non- 
expiring permits could still be used. 

“While the non-expiring permits 
may be most convenient for continuing 
employees ... the parking office has 
very limited ability to assure the re- 
turn of these permits,” Stephens said. 

Stephens said the non-expiring per- 
mits could be used even after someone 
stopped paying for it. She also said the 
university has received many com- 
plaints from faculty and staff about a 
lack of parking spaces. 


Faculty and staff have complained to the university about a lack of available parking spaces. 


“Eliminating the potential for non- 
expiring permits to be misused seemed 
[to be] a loophole that we should close 
... to assure as much employee park- 
ing [is available] for current employ- 
ees,” Stephens said. 

According to Interim Bursar John 
Fugatt, faculty members pay between 
$168 and $185 for a non-expiring park- 
ing permit per year. 

The proposed changes will take 


place in the fall after members of the 
CSULB community are made aware of 
the new policy, Stephens said. 

According to Stephens, however, some 
summer parking permits have been mis- 
takenly provided at no cost to faculty. 

Parking and Transportation Ser- 
vices Manager Carolyn Weidell said 
the permits were given to faculty re- 
cipients who were not teaching during 
the summer. 


“On occasion, to be helpful, park- 
ing staff has provided some individu- 
als with summer parking permits at no 
cost,” Weidell said. “Moving forward, 
everyone will be expected to pay to 


park during the summer months, just - 


as they are during the academic year.” 

The courtesy summer permits 
will remain valid for the remainder 
of this summer session, according to 
Stephens. 
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Cal State Long Beach anglers to cast lines in Georgia 


The duo will 
compete in a national 
championship from 
Aug. 1 to 3. 


By ANDREW SPENCER 
Assistant City Editor 


Cal State Long Beach students Justin 
Gangel and Alex Pisarski are looking to 
reel in a million-dollar prize, and a col- 
legiate championship in Georgia next 
week is their first step. 

The pair will compete against 67 
other teams in the Carhartt Bassmaster 
College Series National Championship 
from Aug. | to 3 in Young Harris, Ga. 

If the duo succeeds in the champi- 


onship, they’!! come closer to compet- 
ing in next year’s Bassmaster Classic, 
which offers a first-place prize of $1 
million. 

Gangel, a senior environmental sci- 
ence major, and Pisarski, a recent com- 
munications graduate, will compete 
together for the first time, but they say 
that team chemistry won’t be a prob- 
lem. 

“We're in the same club,” Gangel 
said. “We know each other pretty well. 
It’s not like it’s a blind date or any- 
thing.” 

Originally, two teams from CSULB 
qualified for the national championship, 
but Gangel’s qualifying partner, Alex 
Cox, and Pisarski’s partner, Alfredo 
Gutierrez, can no longer attend the 
tournament for personal reasons. 

Without their partners to join them, 
Gangel and Pisarski have joined forces 
for the upcoming championshiop. The 


pair left for Georgia on Wednesday to 
practice. 

“We have seven days to practice to 
get an idea of what we want to do,” 
Gangel said. “We will locate where 
the fish are and to see what they’re 
biting.” 

Gangel and Pisarski will fish for 
spotted bass, which are found in fresh- 
water lakes. 

“We have competed in a tournament 
in Northern California earlier this year, 
fishing for spotted bass, and we both 
did pretty well,” Gangel said. 

However, the pair said winning the 
tournament still won’t be easy. 

“Spotted bass run fairly small,” 
Pisarski said. “It’s going to take a little 
luck because we’re going to need a cou- 
ple big bites.” 

While the team said winning the 
tournament would be a huge accom- 
plishment, it isn’t their ultimate goal. 


Justin Gangel 


“We hope for the opportunity to com- 
pete in the Bassmaster Classic,” Gangel 
said. “It’s the world cup of fishing.” 

The top four teams from the upcom- 
ing championship will move on to com- 
pete as individuals in a tournament at 


CSULB professor brings bots to The Beach 


Walter Martinez’s 
robots have 
competed on several 
TV shows. 


By FLoyp LINzIE 
Contributing Writer 


As Walter Martinez walked into his 
empty lab on campus, in the corner of 
the room sat one of his favorite robots: 
an all red, multi-blade, 120-pound bat- 
tle robot known as Stingray. 

“We named this one Stingray be- 
cause were very close to the beach, and 
this one has a very low profile, like a 
stingray,” Martinez said. 

The Cal State Long Beach robot- 
ics professor first arrived at CSULB 
as a student in 1994. He graduated 
with a degree in computer engineer- 
ing technology and returned to cam- 
pus in 2001 as a professor. 

Martinez said his passion for ro- 
botics, however, stretches beyond 
his teachings at CSULB. With his 
robots, Martinez has competed on 
multiple television shows, such as 
“Robotica” on The Learning Chan- 
nel and TNN’s “Robot Wars.” 

Martinez also entered his CSULB 
team, Dream Droid, into the televi- 
sion show “Battlebots IQ” in 2004. 
He entered three robots in the five-day 
competition and won against Massa- 
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Walter Martinez says he fell in love with robots at seven years old. 


chusetts Institute of Technology and 
University of Florida. 

“T remember MIT having all these 
big screens near their booth ... and 
here we are with our [CSULB] T- 
shirts, you know just being humble,” 
Martinez said. “We go to the ring, and 
we beat them.” 
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Born and raised in Honduras, Mar- 
tinez said he fell in love with robots at 
age seven, when he saw “Star Wars.” 

“T saw the robots and said, ‘that 
is exactly what I want to do with my 
life,” he said. 

Coming from one of the poorest 
countries in Central America, Marti- 


nez said that in order to build robots, 

he often used old parts discarded by 

a local television station in his neigh- 

borhood. 

“T was also hired by some of the 
rich kids in other private schools to 
build robots for them for their sci- 
ence fairs, and they would also win 
first place,” he said. 

Martinez graduated from high 
school in Honduras and then came 
to the U.S. to study engineering. 
When he started his first semester at 
El Camino College, he said he found 
himself lost in translation. 

“J had to basically learn English 
from scratch,” Martinez said. “I had 
to repeat every single class from my 
first semester, because I had no idea 
what I was doing. I didn’t under- 
stand.” 

CSULB alumnus Glen Valley, a 
past student of Martinez’s, said the 
professor made robotics fun and in- 
teresting by using Legos for demon- 
strations. 

“He’s [Martinez] definitely one of 
the best professors I’ve had,” Valley 
said. “I work for a rocket company, 
and I’m not sure if I’d be here without 
him.” 

Martinez said trying to encourage 
kids to stay in the science, technology, 
engineering and math fields is most 
important to him. 

“The best contribution I can do is 
motivate people from a young age and 
teach them how this works, ” he said. 
“They are the next generation.” 
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Lake Michigan later this year. The win- 
ner of that tournament will then move 
on to the Bassmaster Classic. 

The Bassmaster Classic will take 
place Feb. 21 to 23 at Lake Guntersville 
in Alabama. 
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Senate plan to fix loan interest rates will hurt students 


If the U.S. has learned anything 
in the past few decades, it is to 
never trust Congress to get any- 
thing done properly. 

After subsidized student loan 
interest rates doubled to 6.8 percent 
on July 1, many Americans were 
angry that Congress failed to keep 
the rates low. 

After much debate, the Senate 
passed a 
bill that 

OUR VIEW. would 
retro- 
actively 

lower all undergraduate student 
loan interest rates to 3.86 percent, 
according to The Washington Post. 

Although the decrease brings 
immediate relief to students who 
plan to take out subsidized and 
unsubsidized loans for the upcom- 
ing school year, a devil lurks in the 
details of the proposal. 

According to The Washington 
Post, the interest rate on under- 
graduate loans could rise — even 
to the 8.25 percent cap — in future 
years because of Congress’s deci- 
sion to tie loan interest rates to 
market rates. 

The bill is even worse for gradu- 
ate students, who could see their in- 
terest rates rise to a maximum of 9.5 
percent in future years, according to 
data from The Washington Post. 

Adding insult to injury, the 
federal government is expected to 
make more than $715 million over 
the next decade if the plan passes, 
according to data from The Washington Post. 


Because the bill could lead to instability of student loan interest rates, 
the Daily 49er editorial board does not believe it is a viable option. 
Our main concern about the proposal is how wildly interest rates 


could fluctuate under this market-based system. 


Currently, the interest rate on unsubsidized and subsidized un- 


dergraduate loans is 6.8 percent. 


The Senate’s plan would retroactively lower this to 3.86 percent 
for this year, but by tying interest rates to the market, it will likely 


fluctuate in future years. 


This means interest rates will change each year, and students will 
have to find ways to accommodate to those changes. 

Although it’s difficult to predict, a future increase in student loan 
interest rates may lead students to seek loans from other sources. 

By “fixing” the system, Congress may cause the federal govern- 
ment to lose thousands of student loan borrowers. 

Although the Senate bill does not address the interest rate prob- 
lem in the long term, there are a few things in the proposal thathelp _ year. 


students in the short term. 


By lowering the current undergraduate student loan interest rate 
from 6.8 to 3.86 percent, many students will find immediate relief. 

Still, it may seem like a small victory, but the lowering of interest 
rates will only be temporary and may give many students false hope. 

Instead of addressing the main obstacles facing higher educa- 
tion, Congress is merely adding to the ever-growing problem: 
higher education is becoming less affordable with each passing 


British royal family provides leadership and economic benefits 


The Duke and Duchess of Cambridge made 
royal history Monday after the Duchess gave 
birth to the third in line to the British throne. 

The royal son, George Alexander Louis, was 
met with widespread adoration from Anglophiles 
around the world. 

While many celebrated the royal birth, some 
took the opportunity to renew their criticism of 
the British royal family. 

The birth of the Duke and Duchess’s first- 
born son has left some people questioning the 
importance of having a monarchy in the 21st 
century. 

Although modern-day kings and queens rarely 
involve themselves in the affairs of government, 
their importance is no less significant. 

For a variety of reasons, monarchies — like 
the one in the United Kingdom — serve impor- 
tant purposes for citizens around the globe. 
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The most important asset that someone like 
Queen Elizabeth II, England’s ruling monarch, 
can bring to a country is leadership experience. 

During troublesome times, monarchs can help 
unite citizens and restore national pride. 

In addition to serving as moral figureheads, 
monarchs like Queen Elizabeth II also serve as 
ambassadors. 

According to a 2012 article from Time 
magazine, the queen has 
participated in more than 
260 overseas visits during 
her 60-year-plus reign. 

By representing her coun- 
try on countless other occasions, the queen has 
undoubtedly improved the U.K.’s world image. 

Another benefit of having a monarchy is the 
unifying properties that a monarch can bring. 

As a monarch, the idea of partisanship is 
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non-existent. By having a moral leader with no 
political affiliation, citizens are more likely to 
unite behind them. 

In addition to providing universal leader- 
ship, members of the royal family also help spur 
economic growth. 

According to an article from the International 
Business Times, some travel companies have 
seen as much as a 17 percent increase in flights 
and hotel reservations because 
of the royal baby’s birth. 

Though not originally in- 
tended to be a marketing tool, 
the monarchy has come to be 
synonymous with travel and merchandise within 
the U.K. 

When events like royal births and weddings 
occur, a boost in the local economy is provided. 

Despite one’s predilection towards the monarchy, 
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it’s undeniable that it indirectly provides an eco- 
nomic boost to local vendors and travel companies. 

There are critics who say, however, that the 
amount of funds required to run the queen’s 
estate is far too large. 

According to The Guardian, the current 
operating cost of the monarchy is 36.1 million 
British pounds. 

Although the figure may seem high, the 
operating budget pales in comparison to the 
country’s gross domestic product of approxi- 
mately 1.44 trillion pounds in 2011, accord- 
ing to data from the Institute for the Study of 
Civil Society. 

In reality, the monarchy in the U.K. does more 
good than bad. Taking time to watch a wedding 
or birth should be celebrated, not cast aside. 

Shane Newell is a junior journalism major and 
the opinions editor at the Daily 49er. 
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‘Pacific Rim’ has the potential to be a modern-day cult classic 


At first glance, “Pacific Rim” may seem like 
a film with modest reviews and a big, bloated 
Hollywood budget. Yet underneath it all, the 
film has the potential to achieve cult classic 
status. 

By definition, a cult classic is a film, TV 
show or piece of music that despite initial 
reviews and sales, achieves an enduring and 
lasting success or following. ; 

In the case of “Pacific Rim,” it is likely the 
film will achieve cult classic status for a variety 
of reasons. 

With summer in full swing and Hollywood 
churning out new blockbuster films every week, 
it’s hard to pinpoint which movies will truly 
move the film medium in a ground-breaking 
direction. 

Directed by Guillermo Del Toro, “Pacific 
Rim” is one of those films. 

“Pacific Rim” follows a series of pilots that 
operate giant humanoid robots in the fight against 
giant monsters from the depths of the Pacific 
Ocean labeled “Kaiju,” the Japanese word for 
“strange creature.” 

The film combines stunning visuals along 
with a straightforward plot and diverse cast to 


create a compassionate tone in the face of a great 
struggle. 

Drawing from multiple influences without 
directly paying homage to anyone in particular, 
“Pacific Rim” has the potential to become a cult 
classic. 

One of the reasons why “Pacific Rim” will 
likely be a cult classic is the fact that it has re- 
ceived only modest success in the box office. 

Filmed on a budget of $190 million, “Pa- 
cific Rim” arose from Del 
Toro’s desire to make a 
mecha-genre film. 

As of Tuesday, the film 
has generated approxi- 
mately $180 million in box office revenues, with 
$110 million coming from oveseas ticket sales. 

To be a cult classic, a film like “Pacific Rim” 
must have low or modest success, and it meets 
this criterion. 

While in the United States the mecha genre is 
limited to niche comics, mecha is a genre that is 
recognized throughout the world. 

Many fans of the mecha genre can appreciate 
Del Toro’s use of mecha to fight the Kaiju in gran- 
diose battles, including Del Toro’s conventional 


use of categorizing the size of the monsters to 
convey the sense of urgency and tension in each 
action scene. 

Typically, fans of cult classics buy merchan- 
dise and contribute to film royalties. Fans of 
“Pacific Rim” will likely support the film in the 
same way. 

Main actors Charlie Hunnam and Rinko 
Kikuchi share lead roles in the film, providing 
multiple interpretations for fans to relate to the 

main characters. 
Some fans connected 


NICOLAS RODRIGUEZ | with Kikuchi’s character, 


Mako, while others felt 

that her role was limited 
to only supporting Raleigh, Hunnam’s role in 
the film. 

Fans of cult classics, like “Pacific Rim,” often 
identify with relatable characters, like Mako and 
Raleigh. 

The idea of dressing up as film characters is 
also popular for fans of cult classics. 

Another feature of cult classic movies is their 
ability start intense debates among fans. 

In the case of “Pacific Rim,” some fans 
have debated that the film’s casting seemed 


stereotypical and borderline racist. Others, 
however, have said the film’s casting was 
diverse and unique. 

The film is not without its objective drawbacks. 

With weak plot narratives — such as fire ex- 
plosions that occur underwater — and theway 
that characters discover the plot of the Kaiju, 
the loose ends in the storyline drive discussions 
for fiery debate. 

As aresult, “Pacific Rim” has the potential 
to be a cult classic through its big budget, mod- 
est box office success. 

Because the film also pays homage to diehard 
fans of a the niche mecha genre, “Pacific Rim” 
futher improves its cult classic status. 

With a sequel possibly being green-lit, Del 
Toro may have the opportunity to expand 
on the rich world that he created in “Pacific 
Rim.” 

While it may not win an Oscar or Golden 
Globe, “Pacific Rim” will surely live on in the 
hearts and minds of its ever-growing world- 
wide fan-base. 

Nicolas Rodriguez is a senior political science 
major and an assistant opinions editor at the 
Daily 49er. 


Rolling Stone’s cover of alleged Boston bomber is fair and justified 


Since it debuted on Nov. 9, 1967, celebrities 
from around the world have sought to be on the 
cover of Rolling Stone magazine. 

From musicians like John Lennon to politi- 
cians like President Barack Obama, hundreds of 
important and unique people have appeared on 
the magazine’s cover over the years. 

Never shying away from controversy, Rolling 
Stone earned new critics last week after it decided 
to put suspected Boston bomber Dzhohkar Tsar- 
naev on its Aug. 1 cover. 

Critics of the cover included drug store-giant 
CVS and Boston’s mayor, Thomas Menino. 

Although many Americans have vocalized 
their distaste of the cover, their arguments against 
Rolling Stone have largely been ill-advised and 
completely baseless. 

With its First Amendment rights and repu- 
table integrity, Rolling Stone should not have to 
defend itself against a wave of largely ignorant 
criticism. In short, their decision to put Tsarnaev 
on the cover was justified and necessary. 


In a prepared statement, Menino accused 
Rolling Stone of feeding “into (an) obvious 
marketing strategy.” 

“Your ... cover rewards a terrorist with celeb- 
rity treatment,” Menino said. “It is ill-conceived, 
at best, and re-affirms a terrible message that 
destruction gains fame for killers and their 
“causes.” 

It is clear, however, that Roll- 
ing Stone had no intention to use 
Tsarnaev as a way to boost sales. 

“The cover story ... falls 
within the traditions of journalism and Rolling 
Stone’s long-standing commitment to serious and 
thoughtful coverage,” the editors of Rolling Stone 
wrote. 

They continued by writing “the fact that 
Tsarnaev is young... makes it all the more 
important for us to examine the complexities 
of this issue.” 

By putting Tsarnaev on the cover, the Rolling 
Stone editors did not glorify his actions. They 
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merely acknowledged that his story and image 
were front-page worthy. 

Nowhere in the feature article [“Jahar’s 
World”] did the author, Janet Reitman, advocate 
for violence or the bombing of innocent civilians. 

If the magazine did support Tsarnaev, however, 
a boycott would most likely be necessary. 

By putting him on the cover, Rolling Stone 

merely acted in accordance 


SH ANE NEWELL with its previous ground- 


breaking stories. 
In the words of the author, 
the purpose of the article was to detail “how a 
popular, promising student was failed by his 
family, fell into radical Islam and became a 
monster.” 

In addition to Menino, companies like CVS 
have pulled the issue from its stores and said it “is 
the right decision out of respect for the victims of 
the [Boston] attack and their loved ones.” 

While the position of CVS can be understood, 
it is wrong nonetheless. 


Putting Tsarnaev’s image on the cover does not 
justify his actions or aim to strike fear into the 
hearts of Americans. 

If Rolling Stone was to mock the victims of the 
bombing, then a boycott out of respect would be 
necessary. 

Critics of the Tsarnaev cover are essentially 
calling for censorship. 

The only objectionable action from Rolling 
Stone was that it did not refer to Tsarnaev as an 
alleged bomber on the cover. 

Although the chances of Tsarnaev being con= 
victed is near absolute, he is still, nonetheless, a 
suspect in the Boston bombing case. 

Although this cover will likely continue to 
divide Americans in the near future, its signifi- 
cance will be short-lived. 

Future news stories will surely take prec- 
edent, and the cover of an alleged bomber will 
inevitably be forgotten. 

Shane Newell is a junior journalism major and 
the opinions editor of the Daily 49er. 
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‘Orange Is the New Black’ has a limited plot 


The new Netflix series 
is too similar to the 
creator’s previous 
show, “Weeds.” 


By JoHn M. Mrocu 


Assistant Diversions Editor 


Adapted from Piper Kerman’s 2008 
memoir “Orange Is The New Black: 
My Year in a Women’s Prison,” Jenji 
Kohan’s second television series is 
hardly worth the watch. 

As the latest Netflix original pro- 
duction, “Orange Is the New Black” 
has all of the standard components of a 
hit television series: a few established 
actors; an Emmy-winning creator; a 
king-sized budget, “just under $4 mil- 
lion [per episode],” Creative Artists 
Agency representative Peter Micelli 
said in a Variety interview; and to top 
it off, singer-songwriter Regina Spe- 
ktor’s newest single as its theme song. 

Unfortunately, it lacks selling per- 
formances from lead roles as well as a 
short-lived plot. 

Kohan’s prison saga began when 
kale-crunching yuppie Piper Chap- 
man’s (Taylor Shilling, “The Lucky 
One”) previous involvement in an 
international drug cartel catches up 
with her, and she is forced to put her 
comfortable life with her fiancé Larry 
Bloom (Jason Biggs, “American Pie”) 
on hold for 15 months when she is sent 
to federal prison. 

This preset time period and claustro- 
phobic setting places a limit to how far 
the plot can go before it begins to lose 
its direction. 

Following suit from Kohan’s first 
television success, “Weeds,” the “Or- 
ange” storyline follows another fortu- 
nate, open-minded and well-intentioned 
woman who has a knack for letting her 
daring sense of adventure get the best 
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Taylor Shilling, right, plays a highly fabricated Piper Chapman who is a little too likeable. 


of her. 

However, while Mary-Louise 
Parker played “Weeds” lead Nancy 
Botwin persuasively enough to win 
her a Golden Globe Award for best 
actress in 2006, Shilling’s uncon- 
vincing and artificial performance 
as Piper Chapman isn’t exactly worth 
praising. 

Aside from Shilling, having an eas- 
ily typecast Biggs as a supporting role 
is no benefit to the show either, since 
he brings back memories of the awk- 
ward but lovable Jim Levenstein in 
the “American Pie” series, where he is 
known for getting caught with his pants 
down. 

It is hard to forget a role like that 


when trying to take the aspiring jour- 
nalist and supportive boyfriend Larry 
Bloom seriously. 

Despite this, Netflix felt confi- 
dently enough about “Orange” to re- 
new a second season for the series on 
June 27, even before the series pre- 
miered on July 11. 

Normally, this would be an ex- 
tremely bold move from any regular 
network, but because Netflix’s view- 
ers pay up front, the show does not 
have to go above and beyond anyone’s 
expectations. 

Interestingly, whether “Orange” 
has exceeded expectations or Netflix 
is lowering its standards will remain 
unknown to the public due to the fact 


that Netflix won’t release any hard 
viewershjp numbers for any of their 
series, according to the Los Angeles 
Times. 

Along with later seasons from 
shows like “The Walking Dead” and 
“Prison Break,” “Orange” is already 
pushing its luck trying to squeeze juice 
from a limited plot. 

For a show that doesn’t miss an 
opportunity to show some full- 
frontal female nudity, “Orange” 
definitely missed out on an opportu- 
nity to expand itself to a show worthy 
of critical acclaim. And even though 
Kohan’s writing is addicting by nature, 
“Orange” will inevitably be forgotten 
after its newness wears off. 


ampus 
alendar 


Week of July 25 


Island Where 

Thursday 

11 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Pacific Island Ethnic Art 
Museum 

695 Alamitos Ave. 

The “Island Where” exhibit 
compares the clothed and un- 
clothed natives of the Pacific 
Islands. Beautiful artistry 

in the form of woven fibers, 
various patterns and different 
plant parts symbolize the 
expressive cultures. General 
admission is $5, senior and 
student admission is $3, and 
admission for children is free. 


Film Screening of 


“Iceberg Slim” 

Friday 

11 p.m. 

Art Theatre 

2025 E. Fourth St. 

The art theatre of Long Beach 
will be showing the Ice-T 

and Chris Rock-produced 
documentary “Iceberg Slim: 
Portrait of a Pimp.” The film 
examines the controversial life 
and accomplishments of the 
Chicago-based cultural icon. 
Senior and children admission 
is $8, and general admission 

is $11. 


Bike Saturdays 

Saturday 

All Day 

Long Beach 

Participating restaurants and 
businesses offer discounts 
during the Bike Saturday 
event. Take a bike ride and 
look for the “Bike Saturdays” 
program decal in the window’s 
of participating locations. 
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MCT 


Ryan Braun was handed a 65-game suspension for being linked to 
performance-enhancing drug supplier Biogenesis. 


COMMENTARY 


Braun ts hopefully the beginning of the end 


JASON CLARK 
Sports Editor 


The steroid era was supposed to be 
over. 

It was supposed to have ended with 
Barry Bonds, Mark McGwire and 
Roger Clemens. The only traces of it 
were supposed to have been with veter- 
ans like Alex Rodriguez and Manny 
Ramirez, who grew up in the prime of 
the steroid era. 

Sadly, none of what was supposed 
to happen with steroids in baseball 
actually did. Ryan Braun, who is one 
of the best players of this generation, a 
former MVP and a perennial top-three 
fantasy baseball pick, had so much 
evidence against him that he accepted 
a longer-than-usual suspension without 
an official positive test. 

This is monumental for several 
reasons. 

First, it gives credibility to Tony 
Bosch, the founder of the Biogenesis 
clinic that supplied Braun and many 
others with performance-enhancing 
drugs. It means that Rodriguez, Nelson 


Cruz and Johnny Peralta can’t claim 
that he was lying. People like Braun 
don’t accept 65-game suspensions 
based on accusations made by some- 
one who was lying. 

Second, it means that performance- 
enhancing drugs are ahead of MLB’s 
testing policy. Braun’s only positive 
test was thrown out on a technicality. 
Rodriguez tested positive only during 
anonymous testing in 2003, and he 
couldn’t be punished for it. Peralta 
has never tested positive, and neither 
has Cruz. 

This means that drugs are still 
ahead of drug testing. The MLB got 
lucky with Tony Bosch and Biogen- 
esis. It won’t have the evidence Bosch 
provided next time around. It will 
eventually need a positive test. 

Finally, Braun’s suspension means 
steroids are still being used, possibly 
at every level of baseball. Several 
minor league players were on the list of 
names linked to Biogenesis. 

The college game may be corrupted 
by steroids as well, but it’s less likely. 
The NCAA has a testing program in 
place, and the penalty for a positive 
test is much tougher. According to 
the NCAA website, a first positive 
test results in the loss of one full year 


of eligibility. A second positive test 
results in permanent ineligibility. 

Using performance-enhancing 
drugs just isn’t worth the risk in 
college. Players aren’t making any 
money, and they run the risk of losing 
their scholarships. Plus, the highest 
reward isn’t anything more than a 
spot on a minor-league baseball team, 
where salaries are low and bus rides 
are long. 

The MLB has been fighting steroids 
for well over a decade now, and every 
time it looks like the war has been 
won, more big-time players turn out to 
be users. Braun will disappear for the 
remainder of this season, but he will 
be back next year. Rodriguez may be 
banned for much longer. 

In any case, the faces of the sport 
can’t be the ones that test positive. 

A new wave of young, talented (and 
presumably clean) stars like Mike 
Trout, Bryce Harper, Manny Machado 
and Yasiel Puig have brought hope and 
a new image to baseball. If the sport 
can move past Braun, Rodriguez and 
(hopefully) the last of steroid users, it 
has a bright future. 

But right now, steroids are still in 
baseball’s reality. Hopefully it’s only a 
matter of time before they go away. 


Ennis finishes NBA Summer League 


James Ennis finishes 
with a 25-point game 
in league semifinals. 


By DANIEL ASTLE 
Assistant Sports Editor 


Former 49er and current Miami Heat 
shooting guard and forward James En- 
nis concluded an impressive profession- 
al debut stint as the NBA wrapped up 
its Summer League season on Monday. 

Miami was the only NBA team to 
compete in both the Orlando and Las Ve- 
gas Summer Leagues, and Ennis joined 
three other teammates to play in both cit- 
ies and all seven games in Las Vegas. 

Ennis played four of Miami’s five 
games in Orlando, where he ranked 
llth in points among all players with 
14.3 per game. Ennis also shot 43.2 per- 
cent from the field while averaging 24.8 
minutes and 4.3 rebounds per game. 

Ennis averaged 23.7 minutes and 
12.7 points per game while knocking 
down 42.9 percent of his 3-pointers in 
Las Vegas. 

Ennis’s biggest show came in Miami’s 


final game Sunday, a 91-89 semifinals 
elimination loss to the Phoenix Suns. En- 
nis scored 25 points in a season-high 34 
minutes and went eight for 17 in field goal 
attempts while collecting nine rebounds. 

With former Heat shooting guard 
Mike Miller becoming a free agent, En- 
nis could be among several of Miami’s 
young shooting guards considered to 
replace Miller on next season’s final 
roster. 

Of Miami’s three shooting guards to 
play all Las Vegas League games, En- 
nis led undrafted players James Nun- 
nally and D.J. Kennedy in rebounds per 
game with 4.7. 

Ennis finished second in minutes per 
game to Kennedy’s 10.6 minutes per 
game average. Ennis also trailed Nun- 
nally’s 13 points per game and 57.7 field 
goal percentage. 

Cempeting with his Summer League 
teammates for that final roster spot, 
Ennis’s numbers ranked below those 
of Kennedy and Nunnally in two other 
main categories. Ennis averaged .9 as- 
sists per game and shot 70 percent from 
the free throw line, which both ranked 
third among the three players. 

The only other former 49er to play 
in the Summer League was undrafted 
point guard Casper Ware, who aver- 
aged 10 points and 22.8 minutes in five 
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games for the Houston Rockets. 

The next appearance for Ennis could 
be at Heat’s training camp this fall. 
Ware has yet to reach a deal with an 
NBA team but signed with a team in 
Italy’s Serie A earlier this month. 
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